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This year the Worship Committee rose to meet the challenge of holding worship in a plague year. Under Rev. Pam’s leadership we provided worship that continues to be creative and expressive. We have worked to incorporate video and music, and the participation of many church members, in the services so that they are interesting, engaging, and touching even though virtual. 
One measure of our success is the fact that we continue to have strong attendance every Sunday; also, as an assignment in the fall, members of the Committee viewed services of other UU churches, and we found that we do a pretty good job, even compared to churches that are larger and have more resources that UCH. We have successfully mixed live and recorded content, and we are now at the point that we can record every part of the service and have the pieces incorporated prior to Sunday morning. Our services are broadcast live on Zoom and available for later viewing on YouTube.
During the past year we held 17 services led by members of the congregation, including 15 led by members of the committee, one service led by supporters of the UU Action Network of Illinois (UUANI) on prison ministry and prison reform, and the annual Green Sanctuary service. Some lay-led service included the power of the spoken word; finding strength in the serenity prayer; stories from church members in the format of popular radio story-telling programs; time-wasters that people have found on-line in these difficult times; and even a high-impact service at the end of 2020 to celebrate our victory over the Covid year. 

Committee members also serve every Sunday as worship associates, assisting the minister or lay leader in readings and other parts of the service. Pam Fodor, our Director of Programs, continues to involve children in the church through chalice lighting segments and readings on themes like the faith toolkit and the faith journey. 
Now we are preparing for the return of live worship services. We have gained so much experience with remote services that we don’t want to lose the opportunity to attend church from home, for those who are traveling, who can’t get out and about, or who just like to sleep late and go to church in their pajamas. We plan to have live services start in the fall, or even in the summer, with video streaming available.

This year our committee lost one of our best, happiest, and most energetic members in Kathy Salzano, who died in the spring. We will miss Kathy, who contributed mightily through her counsel, music, and programs. 

One of the benefits of membership on the Worship Committee is the opportunity to learn from the research that goes into putting together a service. This is along with the joy of seeing your ideas turned into an inspiring service, and the fellowship of working with the minister and each other. 

People who have served on the committee in the past year include Kathy Salzano, Julia Beckman, Megan Griffin, Jonathan Hand, Susan Morrison Hebble, Darren Howard, Anita Jencks, Linda Karlen, Ashley Kennedy Makdad, Pat Miller, Linda Rio, Gene Schafer, Mikhaila Scoville Durante, Paula Sejut-Dvorak, and Ron Solberg—and maybe more, to whom I apologize if I have omitted you. Making all the technology work has been the job of Jamie Pastman, who consistently provides excellent music and also stitches the pieces together into one coherent service; Kathy Salzano, who put together announcements, slide decks, and recorded music; Gene Schafer, who moderates chat, perfects the video feed for later broadcast (and deals with the helpful people at YouTube), and spots and fixes technical issues; David Mrazek, who handles video during live services, including memorail services; Suzanne Williams, who hosts, mutes and un-mutes, troubleshoots, and produces video; and Ashley Kennedy Makdad, who has hosted, assembled music and announcements, and produced video. 
