There is a lot going on in the world. In the interest of full transparency and community care,
here are three communications from Rev Pam Rumancik,
Liz Reyes, President of the Board of Trustees and Pam Fodor, Director of Programs.
My dear ones,
Working closely with church leadership we have made the difficult decision to follow
recommendations for social distancing and ask our members and friends to begin
meeting virtually when at all possible.
As this article, Cancel Everything by Yascha Mounk, indicates, the best way to get
ahead of the steep curve coming toward us is to keep distance between us in the
short term. This is a very hard choice as our natural tendency is to come together in
times of trial. But our end goal is to keep everyone safe, healthy and able to attend
church long after this pandemic has become a distant memory.
To that end we are advising everyone to postpone gatherings larger than 5-6 people or to meet virtually.
The church has a Zoom account which you can use. Contact the office for more information. There are
also options such as Webex or Google Hangouts which work well. If you need help with technology, let us
know. We are asking for volunteers to help other members get connected to the web.
We are also urging everyone who falls within the CDC's 'at risk' group to stay home and refrain from
coming to church this Sunday. This includes:
the elderly (>65 years)
people with underlying chronic diseases such as cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic
pulmonary disease (COPD), cancer and high blood pressure (hypertension).
people with autoimmune disease
people who smoke also have a possible higher risk of serious illness from COVID-19-infection.
anyone with cold, flu or even allergy symptoms
anyone who had been in contact with someone exhibiting symptoms
We will have a link on our new website that you will be able to click each Sunday morning and view the
worship service live as it happens. (check it out now www.hinsdaleunitarian.org!) In the following week
we will suspend gathering for services entirely until further notice. A live-cast via the internet of each
Sunday's service will be available to anyone who wishes to participate from afar. Keep watching News &
Notes and checking the website for updates.
We are also looking to create strong connections throughout the church by utilizing our Hospitality Team
structure to create a modern version of a telephone tree. If you would be willing to head up a group to stay
connected with folks who have not been on one of our teams, please contact Pam Fodor or Mary Getty.
While we may not be able to gather in person, we fully intend to stay connected in care for one another
during this challenging time.
It may feel like an overly-anxious response but we believe that preventing the spread of Covid-19, which
can have deadly consequences for some of our population, is our highest priority. If we get to the end of
this time with everyone intact we will celebrate joyously.
In the meantime, wash your hands. Find a church buddy and stay connected and reach out to the church
if you need any help or support. Love will hold this community together - come what may!
Rev Pam

Dear UCH Family,
We’re writing to provide a few updates in regards to church logistics, the pledge
drive, and our ministerial transition process. So, in reverse order:
The Board of Trustees continues to work on a transition plan. We’ve met virtually
with a UUA transition team member, Liz has had several conversations with the UUA
transitions team, and at our March 11 board meeting we met with members of our last
search committee to learn more about the transition and search process. We have

another call planned with the UUA and then we will decide on our path forward.
Please continue to reach out with questions and ideas.
As you all hopefully know, this weekend is our Pledge Drive Sunday. Please make
every effort to submit your pledge by Sunday. You can bring it to church, mail
it to church, or simply call or email Linda or Pam F. with your pledge
amount and they will fill out a form for you! Every pledge drive and pledge is
important but I think this year’s is extra important. We need to be on solid financial
ground as we enter this period of ministerial transition.
Also, due to the COVID-19, we may have to reevaluate our UUnder the Big Top Gala and Raffle event
plans and in the short-term, we may lose some rental income. We are a strong, active and involved
community and I’m grateful for the love and support we offer to one another.
Liz

My dearest families,
The thought of not being able to connect one on one with you is hurting my heart,
however we need to keep each other safe and healthy. We will have this Sunday to be
together to say “See You Soon” and plan our celebration for when we come back
together.
In the meantime, Rev. Pam and I will continue to offer a wisdom story as part of the
virtual service and I will follow up with an e-mail to the families that will include
wondering questions and ideas for activities you can do at home.
We will send off our Coming of Age youth to contemplate their own beliefs and truths and to finalize their
faith statements. Our Senior High Youth Group will continue to be connected as always through group
texts and social media.
It feels sad to say we may not see each other for a while but we are connected in spirit. Send out love into
the universe, and treat the others in your family well. We will get through this and be healthier and
stronger when we come back together.
Much love to you all,
Pam

