a whole-hearted community, feeding body, mind, and spirit

November 5, 2021

Theme: Non-Violence

UCH COMMUNITY CALENDAR
November 7th - 14th, 2021
Sunday, November 7
10:30 am Sunday Service
12:00 pm '13th' Movie Screening
Monday, November 8
7:00 pm Buddhist Meditation

Wednesday, November 10
7:00 pm Board of Trustees

Saturday, November 13
10:00 am Worship Assoc Mtg

Thursday, November 11
8:30 am Breakfast Group
7:00 pm Care Shawl Group

Sunday, November 14
10:30 am Sunday Service
11:45 am Men's Group

Tuesday, November 9
3:00pm Wise Elders Gathering

CARING CORNER
The ripples of our lives touch those around us. We
keep in mind all of our members and friends
including...
Darren Howard experienced a medical
episode last week. He is home and
recovering and appreciates your love and
care but also needs space to rest. Texts
and cards are welcome.
Remember those folks who have lost loved ones this year. Keeping them in mind,
inviting them to events, sending texts and cards all help to let them know we still
care.
Please let us know of folks we should add to our list and share with our Caring Circle
Coordinators by emailing Pam Fodor or Rev Pam. Also email Cherita to be included in
N&Ns.

GOOD NEWS & GRATITUDES

Anita Jencks - serves the church in so many ways Worship
Associate - leads worship and organizes Moth Story Services a
few times a year. She’s organized many field trips for the
Women’s Alliance and always shows up to support anti-racism
work. Over the years she has done so much more to support our
church. We appreciate Anita’s willingness to be open-minded and
offer a good word. Thank you Anita!

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICE
Hybrid Worship Continues - Vaccinations & Masks Required
All attendees must wear a mask and be vaccinated. We will continue to share the service
on YouTube for at-risk people and those who would rather wait for now.

Sunday, November 7th: Widening the Circle: Who is our 'We'?
Rev Pam Rumancik (She/Theirs)
We are often told that Unitarian Universalism is a ‘white’ faith tradition – but that ignores
and negates the presence of those of us with different skin tones. While many people
speak of wishing to have more diversity in our churches, it seems as a way to make
themselves feel better rather than to actually expand an understanding of what ‘we’ might
contain. Instead of checking boxes, let’s look at what being human means, and how we
might open our hearts and minds to all that we are and all we can be. All vaccinated folks
are welcome to join us in person with a mask. The service will also be shared on
YouTube.
You can view the Sunday
service live and recordings of
past services
on our YouTube channel.

Click HERE to Join
Virtual Coffee hour
on Zoom after
Worship.

Because we are now live to the world, we ask that when discussing Cares and Concerns
live during the candle lighting time, you use only first names to protect the privacy of those
you are concerned about, unless you are announcing public information such as a death
or a memorial service.

Sunday, November 14: Grief, Gratitude, and Transformation
Rev Pam Rumancik (She/Theirs)
Unitarian Universalists have been on the forefront of the environmental movement, doing
crazy things like recycling since the 1970’s. Many in our pews are amongst the most
awake and aware of the impending climate catastrophe – filled with angst and grief that we
have not been able to stop its rumbling destruction. What can we do today? What does it
mean to live fully human and alive even as our world changes before our eyes? All
vaccinated folks are welcome to join us in person with a mask. The service will also be
shared on YouTube.

MEMBERSHIP SIGNING & RECOGNITION
Membership Signing & Recognition Ceremony
Sunday, November 7 at 10:30 am
We welcome our new members with ritual and cake this Sunday.
Signing the Membership Book is an act of personal and public commitment to the life and
work of our church and to the religious tradition in which we stand. We understand
membership as a matter of covenant between people — a promise to stand together with
other members of the congregation in a relationship of mutual respect and support, to take

your own religious journey seriously in community with others, and to work together in
commitment to a common vision.
If you would like to join UCH but are unable to be here on November 7th or would prefer to
sign the book in Rev Pam's office, please contact Pam Fodor to set up an appointment.

Celebration of Life for Sally Packard
Sally Packard Celebration of Life
Saturday, November 20, 2021
11:00am in church
Join us as we celebrate the life of long-time church member,
Sally Packard, who died earlier in the year. We will hold the
service in the church and record it for those who cannot attend in
person. Sally lived an amazing life and was known for her ready
wit and clear way of seeing the world. Please join us. All
vaccinated folks are welcome to join us in person with a mask.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
THIS WEEK IN THE
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
PLAY GROUP
Supervised play for our children ages three and
under.
SPIRIT PLAY
Our Spirit Play children will wonder about our second
principle, offer fair and kind treatment to everyone,
through the story The Girl Who Loved Animals. I
wonder how it feels to be outside a circle of friends
playing? I wonder how it feels to be invited in?
CHAPEL SERVICE
Our young people in Chapel Service will explore Wonder and Awe as one of the
sources of our UU faith. The story this week is A Lesson on Mystery. I wonder what I
think about the Spirit of Love and Mystery that some people call God? I wonder if
there are many beliefs about the Spirit of Love and Mystery that some people call
God?
COMING OF AGE
Our Coming of Age youth will meet at 11:45am to begin The Chalice Circle
Workshops. This week we will explore Stardust (our beginnings) and Coral (our
connection to others) and how they fit around our Chalice Circle.
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP
Our Senior High Youth will meet to share fun and fellowship at the regular meeting

time of 10:30am.
For more information on RE programming, how to become involved, or on our Covid
protocols please visit our website www.hinsdaleunitarian.org or contact Pam Fodor
at re@hinsdaleunitarian.org

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Help make the holidays brighter for children in need!
Due to Covid our Christmas Giving Tree will look a little
bit different this year. Instead of choosing individual
children to sponsor we are collecting $25 gift cards
from Target and Walmart only and unwrapped gifts for
children ages 8 to 15yrs. Please see below for gift
suggestions. We have committed to 25 gift cards and
as many gifts as we can collect. Please make your
purchases and bring to church no later than November
28th. All gifts will be donated through Humanitarian
Service Project located in Carol Stream, IL.
For questions contact Pam Fodor
re@hinsdaleunitarian.org. 630-323-2885

THE GREAT UCH FREE BOOK EXCHANGE
Remember that this Sunday, November 7, is your chance to drop
off books for the Book Exchange next Sunday, November 14. Drop
off books in the Alice Warren Room, downstairs in the church
building, any time from 9:30 through 2:00. The FREE exchange will
take place next Sunday after church; bring a bag or box for the
many books you will want to take home.

SUNDAY HOSPITALITY

We are grateful for this upcoming Sunday’s Hospitality Team!
Thank you for helping to make our church home a caring, welcoming community

Team #9
Team Leader- Ron Solberg
Norma Solberg
John Cooperrider
David Mrazek
Shelley Hendrickson
Eric Henderickson
Dave Lloyd
Suzanne Williams
Tony Taylor
Susan Stephens
Michelle Hanson

CHICAGO AREA UU COUNCIL FALL CONFERENCE

Keynote Presenter: Elizabeth Harding
Affiliated Community Minister, Second Unitarian Church of Chicago
Elizabeth will offer a framework for understanding the first year of grief
and some reflections on collective grief during this pandemic time. The
presentation will highlight coping strategies, including ritual.

Panelists:

Our panel will discuss the challenges faced in gathering our UU communities, creative
solutions we’ve found, and opportunities discovered along the way.
REGISTRATION LINK

NEIGHBOR NIGHTS COMING TO AN AREA NEAR YOU!!
The Membership Committee is organizing the popular Neighbor Nights this fall for
VACCINATED members and friends. Our congregation is spread across several
communities and Neighbor Nights gives us an opportunity to get to know the members
and friends who live close by.
We have hosts for a few areas but still need hosts for other areas. The host chooses the
date, time, and type of event – brunch, lunch, coffee, dinner -- and invites members in
their area (list will be provided). The events should be potlucks so the guests bring food
and beverage to share. If you would like to host an event please contact Mary Getty
(kikget@gmail.com)
Because some of the areas are small, this year we are combining some of them. These
are the host areas:
1 & 3) Hinsdale, Clarendon Hills, Burr Ridge, Indian Head Park, Western Springs, Willow
Springs – Steve and Athena Trout plan to host.
2) Willowbrook, Darien, Westmont – Sandy Buboltz and Karen McDowell to host
4) Elmhurst, Bensenville, Des Plaines, Roselle, Itasca, Schaumburg
5 & 6) Westchester, Brookfield, River Forest, Riverside, Chicago, Berwyn, LaGrange,
LaGrange Park, Countryside, Hodgkins – Liz Reyes and Benjamin Van Horne hosted this
event.
7 & 8) Downers Grove, Lombard, Oakbrook, Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, Woodridge,
Plainfield, Romeoville, Shorewood, St. Charles, Glen Ellyn

RACIAL EQUITY TEAM
The UCH Racial Equity Team is sponsoring a screening and discussion of the Emmyaward-winning documentary 13th by Ava DuVernay. The film explains the connection
between America's history of slavery and today's mass incarceration. The 13th
Amendment abolished slavery but allowed an exception for incarcerated persons, thus
providing an economic incentive for exploitation and mass incarceration of millions of
Americans.
There are two opportunities to screen the film - IN-PERSON after the service on Sunday,
Nov. 7th starting at noon (snacks provided), and VIRTUALLY on Thursday, Nov. 18th
starting at 6:30 p.m. If you've already watched the film on Netflix, feel free to just come for
the discussion. The link for the virtual screening is: https://tinyurl.com/13thScreeningUCH.

For articles on Race Resources please click this link.

CALLING ALL JARS
Save your empty pickle, pasta sauce, salsa and other jars.
No need to wash them out, just put the cap on and deposit
them in the box available in the Alice Warren Room. They will
be born again as solar jar lights.
Any questions or if you would like your jar back as a solar jar
light, please contact Dennis Sejut at 630-917-1183. Texts
welcome.

CURRENT COMMUNITY NEWS
Community Vaccination Clinic - Walk-Ins Welcome - more info
Small Group Ministry
Meet via Zoom on the first Saturday of each month from 9:30 to 11:00. The next meeting
will be Saturday, November 6.
Buddhist Meditation
Mondays meetings will be held virtually for the immediate future. We're currently reading
and discussing the book No-Nonsense Buddhism for Beginners by Noah Rasheta instead
of listening to a dharma talk after we meditate.
Wise Elders' Weekly Conversation, Tuesdays at 3 p.m.
Join the wise elders of our UCH community for wide-ranging conversations about life,
memories, stories, and a dash of politics for fun. Use this link to join by video or join by
phone. Contact Tracey Olson for the phone number. - more info
Tuesday, Nov. 23, 7:30 p.m. The Dignity of Difference: How to Avoid the Clash
of Civilizations by Jonathan Sacks. (2003) Rabbi Jonathan Sacks's radical proposal
for reconciling hatreds. The first major statement by a Jewish leader on the ethics of
globalization, it also marks a paradigm shift in the approach to religious coexistence.
Tuesday, Jan. 25, 7:30 p.m. You Don't Belong Here by Elizabeth Becker. (2021) The
author uses three women’s work and lives to illuminate the Vietnam War from the 1965
American buildup, the expansion into Cambodia, and the American defeat and its
aftermath. Arriving herself in the last years of the war, Becker writes as a historian and
a witness of the times.

NEWS & ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS

Monthly Touchstone Needs
Submissions

News & Notes Submissions
should be sent to

In-depth communication about all the great
things going on at church. Get your news
and articles in by the 1st of the month to for
publication on the 15th to
UCHTouchstone@gmail.com

Communication@hinsdaleunitarian.org.
All information for sharing with the wider
communication can also go to
socialmedia@hinsdaleunitarian.org. The
old office email now mainly pertains to
business scheduling concerns. Thanks!

Love Reading Board Minutes? You can find them on our website here.

STAFF CONNECTIONS
Office Hours M-Th 10am You can reach us at our regular email addresses:
Rev Pam, Onsite Tuesday & Sunday, Available - Tuesday thru Saturday 9 - 5 pm. Other times by
appt. Monday Sabbath. Minister@hinsdaleunitarian.org 440-570-9812
Pam Fodor, Monday and Wednesday 9:30-11:30 am Tuesday and Thursday 9:30 am-3:30 pm,
Friday and Saturday off. Available on e-mail other days and times. - re@hinsdaleunitarian.org
Cherita Axel, Social Media, working virtually - Socialmedia@hinsdaleunitarian.org
John Cooperrider, Facility Manager, available Fridays - grounds@hinsdaleunitarian.org
Julia Beckman, Music Director - beckman110@comcast.net

Jamie Pastman, Music Coordinator - music@hinsdaleunitarian.org







